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Sound and over Xantucket Shoals, rather than outside around
the South Shoal lightship, to Boston. This made necessary a
passage through Hell Gate, which was considered a little dan-
gerous for so large a ship; hut, with twin screws to handle
the vessel there was no thought of danger. The passage was
made as easily as a tug could have made it, and the Baltimore
arrived off Xantucket at 7 A. M. Sunday, August 10th. On
Monday morning, August llth, at 9 o'clock, the cruiser was
again under way, passing out of the sound by the south channel
past Long Point, and arrived off the bar at Boston at 3 p. M.,
In await high water, an hour or two later, when she passed up
the harbor amid great demonstrations of the people.

On the night of the cruiser's arrival the comniander-in-ehief
and the commander dined with the President and his Cabinet
at the Vendome. It was at this dinner that Secretary Tracy
communicated to the commander the information that the Balti-
more had been selected to carry the remains of John Ericsson
back to Sweden, and that the date set for her departure was
August 23d.

To prepare the Baltimore for the cruise it was necessary to
sail at once for New York, where she arrived on August 15th,
having made the passage through Long Island Sound and Hell
Gate in order to gain every possible hour for filling up with
coal, stores, etc., and to exchange all short-service men for those
having longer terms to serve. The weather was tryingly hot;
the sun beating down upon the steel sides of the vessel heated
her to an almost insupportable degree. Men working in the
bunkers, shut off from air, had to be relieved at short intervals
to avoid exhaustion or prostration. Never, however, did a crew
work with more will, or more earnestly, to get the ship ready
in time for the duty assigned.

On the 22d of August, the day before that appointed to sail,
the Baltimore dropped down to an anchorage off the Statue of
Liberty. On the afternoon of August 23d the remains of John
Ericsson were delivered to the commander for transportation
to Sweden by Secretary Tracy, Colonel Church, Rear-Admiral
John L. Worden, Bear Admiral Daniel L. Braine, and a deputa-
tion of Swedish citizens. Colonel Church, in a graceful address,,
extolled the services and career of the deceased in committingvities and much
